
The Houston Toad
Recovery Program

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

March 11, 2010



Houston Toad

ÅEndangered ςlisted in 
1970
ÅHabitat ςhealthy & 

mature pine and oak 
forest ecosystems with 
sandy soils
ÅThreats ςprimarily 

habitat destruction and 
modification
ÅUSFWS Spotlight Species
ÅStrong network of 

conservation partners
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Goal of Recovery: to restore listed species to a 
point where they are secure, self-sustaining 
components of their ecosystems so that the 
protections of the ESA are no longer necessary.
[1990 FWS Policy and Guidelines for Planning & Coordinating Recovery of 
Endangered and Threatened Species]

Recovery Plansare non-regulatory documents that 
serve as the road maps to species recovery

Endangered Species Act
Recovery



Endangered Species Act
Section 4

Recovery Implementation
ÅIn most instances, FWS has oversight 

responsibility for recovery plan implementation, 
but does not always perform or fund tasks
ÅCooperators (i.e., partners in recovery) can 

include:
ïOther Federal and State agencies
ïUniversities
ïPrivate landowners
ïState, County, and municipal governments
ïConservation organizations



Houston Toad 
Spotlight Species Action Plan 

Biological Planning
ïUpdate recovery strategy & revise recovery plan
ï5-year review

Conservation Design
ïDesignate recovery focus areas
ïFormulate habitat objectives

Delivery of Conservation Actions
ïProtect existing habitat & engage private landowners 
ïProgrammatic Houston Toad SHA & Lost Pines HCP
ïHabitat restoration
ïHeadstartingand possibly captive propagation

Monitoring & Research
ïSurveys
ïHeadstarting/captive propagation
ïEffects of habitat management activities



Ongoing Recovery Efforts 
for the Houston toad

ÅFive-year review
ÅHouston Toad Recovery Team
ÅHouston Toad Habitat 

Delivery Team
ÅHabitat restoration 
ÅOutreach
ÅResearch & Monitoring
ÅSafe Harbor Program
ÅHouston Toad Headstarting

Program 



Funding Sources

ÅEndangered Species Grants (section 6)

ÅPartners for Fish & Wildlife

ÅTPWD ςLandowner Incentive Program

ÅNRCS ςFarm Bill programs

ÅMitigation fees from various HCPs

ÅOther miscellaneous grants 

(e.g., preventing extinction)


